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his fleete to be at Plimmouth1, and the French ships to be safe
arrived at Diepe: which to us was very great comfort.

At our setting sayle from the Downes, according as the custome
is, finding the Queenes ships there, we saluted them with cer-
taine ordinance. The gunner, being carelesse, as they are many
times of their powder, in discharging certain pieces in the gunner
roome, set a barrel of powder on fire, which tooke fire in the
gunner roome, blew up the admirals caben, slew the gunner,
with 2 others, outright and hurt 20 more, of which 4 or 5 died.
This powder made such a smoke in the ship with the fire that
burnt in the gunner roome (among all the fireworkes) that no
man at the first wist what to doe. But recalling backe their
feare, they began to cast water into the gunner roome in such
abundance (for the Queenes ships now, and also the other ships
that were in our company, came presently to our helpe) that
(God be praised) we put out the fire and saved all, and no great
harme was done to the goods. By this may be scene that there is
no sure safety of things in this world. For now we made
account to be out of all danger, where behold a greater came
upon us then we suffered all the whole voyage. But the Almightie
be praysed for ever, which delivered us out of this and many
other in this voyage. Our fire being well put out, and we taking
in fresh men, (God be praysed) we came to Blackewall in
safety.

1 A letter from Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Hawkins at Plymouth, 21
July 1595, announced the arrival of two ships from Brazil, bringing 800 chests
of sugar, 12 or 14 tons of pepper, and sundry other goods (CaL S.P. Dom.
1595-97, P- 75)-
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